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make its way by indirections. It seemed at first as if good
was to come out of evil and France was to give the lead to
constructive and sane causes.

Laval began by stressing at a Cabinet Council that
the Saar was an international problem. Then in the Cham-
ber he sent out an open invitation to other countries to
assist France in the common task of maintaining inter-
national order. In particular he hoped that Great Britain and
France might collaborate on a collective basis and within the
framework of the Covenant. Then to the League Council he
went further and asked the League to * assume the responsi-
bility which the French Government are and will always be
willing to assume *. He asked that the duty of keeping order
should be assigned to international contingents, and sug-
gested that France would willingly agree not to send one if
Germany would do the same.

The British response was immediate. Eden, as the British
delegate, dismissed all former inhibitions, and stated beyond
doubt that if the Council thought an international force
in the Saar was desirable, * and if the United Kingdom were
invited to co-operate in that matter, then, provided other
countries were prepared to make a contribution and on
condition that both France and Germany assented to the
arrangement, His Majesty's Government would also be pre-
pared to supply a suitable proportion of such an international
force.    His Majesty's Government had authorized him to
make the present statement because of their wish to make a
positive contribution to the discharge of the responsibility
which all those present shared as members of the League of
Nations.* Whatever motives may have prompted the British
Government to this volte-face, whether they were Mr. Knox's
forebodings, Laval's conciliations, or Germany's strong right
arm, the effect was electrifying. Britain it seemed was aware
that isolation was not enough and a new and forceful leader
in the person of Anthony Eden was to lead the First Crusade
for international order and justice.
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